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Buddha. But only here are the students of the history of Indian
architecture and sculpture able to review the whole course of their
development, from Mauryan beginning to later mediaeval decline,
on the basis of documents in situ.

The monolithic pillar of Asoka with its capital of four semi-lions
is of more historical than artistic value. The edict on the pillar
providing punishment for monks who cause division in the com-
munity indicates that there was already a monastery on the hill in
the reign of Asoka, and the brick stupa within the stone envelope
of the Great Stupa was probably erected in the same period. Though
sculpture and architecture of northern India from the third century
B.C. to the twelfth or thirteenth century A.D. are well represented on
the hill-top of Sanchi in all their stages of development, the fame of
the site rests on the sculptures that decorate the four gateways of
the Stupa I and the one gateway of Stupa III. These reliefs
mark the zenith of Sunga decorative sculpture. On the stones
of the ground rail of Stupa II of Sanchi we witness the begin-
ning of this school of art. Though the crude reliefs on this rail
are the earliest known work of the kind, they cannot be recog-
nized as marking a new birth, but rather the rebirth of an older
decorative art in a new form. As the great ground rail of the Great
Stupa shows, the Buddhists left the early railings round the stupas
unadorned; but they decorated the monasteries with wall-paintings.
As the bas-reliefs on the rails and gateways of the stupas of the
Sunga period show, the prohibition by the Buddha of drawing figures
of men and women (Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XX, Vinaya
Texts, Pt. Ill,,pp. 172-3) was observed so far as the figure of the
master was concerned. In the early Buddhist period, when the Pali
Pitakas were compiled, painting was the favourite art. Probably
the Mauryan and the early Sunga monasteries and temples had
their walls painted. The stones of the ground railing of Stupa I